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SUBJECT: PANAMANIAN ENFORCEMENT OF IATTC CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM 

1 . GERALD HOWARD, REGIONAL DIRECTOR, NATIONAL MARINE 
FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS), DEPT. COMMERCE, SPOKE TO GOP REP 
JUAN OBARRIO AT DECEMBER 15-19 MEETING IN WASHINGTON 

OF INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION (IATTC) ABOUT 
LETTER HOWARD HAD SENT TO OBARRIO IN EARLY DECEMBER. LETTER 
OFFERS TO SEND TECHNICAL PERSONNEL TO PANAMA FROM NMFS 
REGIONAL OFFICE TO HELP GOP IMPLEMENT INSPECTION AND 
REPORTING PROCEDURES NECESSARY TO ENSURE GOP COMPLIANCE 
WITH CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS OF IATTC. OBARRIO TOLD 
HOWARD THAT HE WOULD REPLY TO LETTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
AND WAS HOPEFUL THAT TECHNICIAN COULD VISIT PANAMA SOME- 
TIME IN JANUARY FOR ONE WEEK AND THEN PERHAPS RETURN LATER 
IN SPRING FOR TWO WEEKS OR SO. 

2. DEPTOFF HAS CONTACTED HOWARD WHO REPORTS THAT HE HAS NOT 
YET RECEIVED REPLY FROM OBARRIO. DEPT. BELIEVES THAT IT 
WOULD BE USEFUL AT THIS TIME FOR EMBASSY TO APPROACH 
OBARRIO TO ASCERTAIN STATUS OF LETTER AND URGE HIM TO 
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